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THE FINAL CLASH

|N the year 1869, during a period of Maori-Pakeha trouble,

Taranaki was clothed with a dense, undulating forest
suggestive in appearance of an arboreal sea. Through
it, however, ran the faint thread of its dissolution — the
slender Whakaahurangi Track, which pierced the dense
bush from Sentry Hill to Ketemarae, providing the only
north-south through route inland of Egmont. This unin-
habited path was used mainly by hunting parties and gave
access to Te Ngaere, that huge bush swamp harbouring
countless waterfowl and teeming with eels, a natural larder
for the Maori.

To avoid the long and hostile coastal route and allow
the comparatively fast passage of troops to the disturbed
areas at its terminal points, this route had been widened
and straightened a trifle, being at this date known as the
Chute and Nairn track.

East of the position destined to become the site of
Eltham momentous events were afoot, for, from the south,
Titokowaru was leading his defeated tribe to their hidden
refuge in the swamp. Discovered and routed from here by
Colonel Whitmore’s troops, the disorganised remnant fled
east into unexplored country, being pursued by Maori
auxiliaries as far as the Patea River.
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