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THIS outline of Eltham's past is the result of 

a remark made by Mr H. J. Drabble that a 
concise history of Eltham would prove of inter­ 
est to those attending the 75th Jubilee cele­ 
brations. The lack of written records covering 
the earlier period necessitated a direct approach 
to old identities (whose names are mentioned) 
for information regarding circumstances and 
events of the early days-knowledge which was 
freely given and is thankfully acknowledged. 

I am indebted to the Eltham Borough 
Council, Eltham and Hawera County Councils, 
Government Departments, religious bodies and 
all those organisations and firms mentioned 
herein who have contributed data regarding 
their activities; to the Lands and Survey De­ 
partment, New Plymouth, for information deal­ 
ing with the original survey and the names of 
the first land-title holders, and to those resi­ 
dents who have made photographs available. 

A personal background of local knowledge 
has enabled me to amplify and comment on 
the data supplied, but where so. much is based 
on memory no claim is made to infallibility. 
Upon acquiring the manuscript, the Eltham 
Borough Council appointed Messrs. D. Taylor, 
A. H. Taylor and H. J. Drabble, acting in con­ 
junction with the writer, to undertake all 
matters pertaining to its publication. 
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M.J.A. 



THE FINAL CLASH 
IN the year 1869, during a period of Maori-Pakeha trouble, 

Taranaki was clothed with a dense, undulating forest 
suggestive in appearance of an arboreal sea. Through 
it, however, ran the faint thread of its dissolution - the 
slender Whakaahurangi Track, which pierced the dense 
bush from Sentry Hill to Ketemarae, providing the only 
north-south through route inland of Egmont. This unin­ 
habited path was used mainly by hunting parties and gave 
access to Te N gaere, that huge bush swamp harbouring 
countless waterfowl and teeming with eels, a natural larder 
for the Maori. 

, To avoid the long and hostile coastal route and. allow 
the comparatively fast passage of troops to the disturbed 
areas at its terminal points, this route had been widened 
and straightened a trifle, being at this date known as the 
Chute and Nairn track. 

East of the position destined to become the site of 
Eltham momentous events were afoot, for, from the south, 
'I'itokowaru was leading his defeated tribe to their hidden 
refuge in the swamp. Discovered and routed from here by 
Colonel Whitmore's troops. the disorganised remnant fled 
east into unexplored country, being pursued by Maori 
auxiliaries as far as the Patea River. 

KING EOWARD 

, THE ROAD TO THE WILDS. 

Place name;s 'which tell a story. 
(7) 



Place names prominent on road signs at Eltham point 
the route and suggest the stress sustained by the vanquished 
in this their last dash for freedom. Te Ngaere (the quak­ 
ing bog), Rawhitiroa (long, sunny days), Mangamingi (val­ 
leys of mingi bushes), Rukumoana (sea, or deep diving) 
(this refers to the passage of the Patea River); Mate­ 
mateaonge (isolated desperation), Omoana (sea place­ 
from shells seen), Moeroa (a long sleep-evidently the first 
for some time), Moeawatea (daytime sleep, a siesta-an 
indication of security from pursuit). Such was the un­ 
recorded native odyssey, but dimly guessed at by the place 
names bestowed on this eastern route. Whakaahurangi (to 
make a heap skyward-probably the upward flight of 
startled ducks). Chute and Nairn track (the "Whaki" track 
widened on General Chute's orders and cut by Nairn's men). 
Titokowaru's Ngaere sanctuary (believed to have been 
situated on May's farm, Rawhitiroa). 

SITE OF ELTHAM VILLAGE 
(See inset sketch map of settlement) 

In the middle seventies, Government surveyors oper­ 
ated in +us locality, Cheal being responsible for the layout 
of the area from Conway Road, which was Skeet's northern 
boundary. Early in 1880, Cheal submitted to headquarters 
a sketch of a proposed township lying hard against Skeet's 
boundary, and having the Waingongoro River as a base 
and, in all probability, suggested the name, Eltham Village 
Settlement. 

In due course authority was received to proceed with 
this project, involving an area of approximately 250 acres, 
through which passed the railway under construction and the 
well-known bush track. This ancient Whakaahurangi track 
suffered several changes of name; in 1866 it was known as 
the Chute and Nairn track; in 1883 it became Mountain 
Road, while in 1902 that portion lying within the borough 
was designated High Street-variou.s names for the same 
historic route which change as the story unfolds. This 
bush highway was conveniently placed, bisecting in almost 
equal areas the village block lying east of the railway. A 
decision was reached to clear only that area lying between 
the newly named Mountain Road and the railway line and 
bounded by Conway Road and the present King Edward 
Street, a matter of 100 acres. The four corners of this 
block were marked with fire-resistant pegs, one of which 
still stands on the High-King Edward Street corner. 
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