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Chairman's Message 

This is a small booklet of the history of a small district, 
but I hope it will be of interest to all those who have lived in 
Mokoia over the past years. 

To the people who have contributed to our village, its his 
tory, and now our booklet, I say thank you. 

May you find its contents interesting, as it has been for 
those who have prepared it for you. 

GARY L. EDGECOMBE 

Chairman Jubilee Committee 

* 

Principal's Message 
The part played by Rural Schools in our Education system 

is I feel unique. They are unique because they truly belong to 
the people of the district which they serve. Children who attend 
them benefit in many ways, homely atmosphere, strong social 
bonds and in most cases small classes. All these things add up 
to a better start to the business of receiving an education. As 
well as these things Rural schools benefit from the high degree 
of parent interest which makes them better equipped by pupil 
members than their urban counterparts. 

The number of people who gathered to celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of our school demonstrates the strength of the 
social bond forged by the Rural school and I have no doubt there 
were many happy memories discussed over the weeeknd. Our 
school has been built to last. While the memories last the school 
will last. Even if economics or lack of pupils force its closure 
in the distant future it will remain alive in the hearts of all who 
were associated with it. 

A. WILSON, Principal 
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History of the District 
THE PIONEERS 
1860 -.1904 

The first Pakeha landowners in Mokoia wer Messrs. 
McMaster and Harris. Between them they owned most of the 
land between the Tangahoe and Manawapou rivers. Most of this 
land was leased from the Crown, but some was freehold. 

Mr. Harris owned the land on the seaward side of the rail 
way reserve (the railway line was completed in 1885). Mr Harris 
sold his land to the Bailey family. Mr McMaster sold his land 
(east of the railway reserve) to Mr James Lysaght in 1876. Of 
the total of approximately 2000 acres, 500 acres was fenced. The 
purchase price was around 8000 pounds and included 2200 sheep. 
Most of the land was covered in fern, native trees could be found 
in gullies only. Judging by the many rata stumps found in the 
swamps, trees did grow in the Mokoia district. 

Mr. Lysaght built a home for his family and their many 
servants near the house where Mr. McMaster used to live, east 
of the present Main Road, not far from the Tangahoe River. 

Mr. Lysaght and Mr. Bailey were the persons who developed 
the land and were the Pioneers. Mr. Bailey bred horses, cattle 
and sheep. Mr. Lysaght cattle and sheep, and he also realised 
the importance of trees, which he grew in his garden and planted 
out on his property. He built a large woolshed on a site close to 
the present Hunts Road, a water-race was used to activate the 
shearing plant. 

It was in this woolshed where the social functions were 
held, but it was not uncommon for young men to ride on horse 
back to Waverley to attend a dance. The Will of James Lysaght 
stated that after his death the land should be subdivided into 
economical dairy farms and be sold. The auction took place in 
1904, his widow and family were the beneficiaries. 

It was the end of the Pioneering era. 

MOKOIA - 1904 to 1979 

The subdivision and sale of the Lysaght Estate in 1904 was 
the beginning of a new era of Mokoia. 

All the new settlers were to take up dairy farming and the 
Mells Dairy Company opened a butter factory in 1903, ready to 
receive milk by the beginning of the 1904-05 season. 

Most milking machines were driven by petrol or kerosene 
engines, some by waterpower and at least one by "horsepower" 
-on the farm behind the school a horse was used to activate the 
milking machine. The horse had to walk in circles and a wheel 
barrow full of stones was kept in the shed as several times during 
the milking it was needed to throw a stone at the horse in order 
to keep up the right speed. 

Shortly after World War I, the first lorry appeared in 
Mokoia, a motorised waggon with solid rubber tyres. The owner 
transported the milk of some suppliers to the factory, and car 
ried out deliveries to the farms and was contracted to cart coal 
from the railway station to the factory. 

Growing population made it possible for the local Post 
master to extend his house and start a grocery trade. The next 
owner built a General Store in 1919 on the site of the present 
Supermarket. 

A blacksmith opened up a business on a site between the 
Presbyterian church and the railway line, later a blacksmith 
operated on the corner of the old Mokoia road and the Beach 
Road. 

A sawmill operated for many years to mill macrocarpa trees 
planted by the Pioneers. 

In 1912 the Mokoia Hall was built and became the centre 
of social life in the district. "Old time dances" drew patrons 
from far and wide and continued till the 1950's. Itinerant enter 
tainers held public performances in the Hall (e.g. Bellringers). 

Between the two World Wars, the Mokoia Sports Associa 
tiori organised very successful Gymkhanas on the recreation 
grounds opposite the Hall. Race meetings, jumping events, wood 
chopping, etc., drew large crowds. 

In 1924 the Sports Association opened changing sheds at 
the Mokoia Beach. The ever continuing erosion made the sheds 
disappear in the sea. 

The Association established the Tennis Courts in 1930 and a 
very successful Tennis Club was formed. 

1939 saw the completion of the swimming pool and a swim 
ming club has been in existence to this day. 

At this time the first tractor arrived in the district and soon 
many farmers used tractors as a means of transporting milk to 
the factory. The last person to cart milk by horse and cart was 
Mr. G. Pokai, in 1957. 

The first tanker pick-up in the Mokoia district was made 
in 1964. 

During the Second World War, many residents joined the 
Services. The Home Guard was established. Regular exercises 
were held. Most people were convinced that a Japanese invasion 
was imminent. Plans to erect road blocks to stop advancing 
Japanese tanks, etc., were made. Bomb shelters were dug in the 
schoolgrounds. 

Postwar years saw the re-establishment of social life. 
Bowling and cricket clubs were formed, the tennis club had 
good seasons and old time dances drew good crowds. 

An increasing form of mechanised farming caused a de 
crease in population during the 1960s and continued during the 
70s. Decline of social activities followed. Better means of trans 
port made people decide to travel to Hawera for entertainment 
and recreation. 


