
PEE FACE,

Some tnue o^cj H (jcnnrfMl to Capr.t.in V. T.

iH'Uiiiv^er, then in ^'onnn.uxl of tlic Tnraiiaki liii'le

A^;/limt(H:r Coi-])s, Ihal llie n pjiroaclun:^ fil'tietli anni-

v->rs;iry oF it? tViJTi.ntiun wonld 'oe a fitting' occasion

for t]ie ]v,i!)li',-atiun oi a history <_)f tlie corjis. lie

a])j)roar]u'(l a jiu'niocr of i'!<- st;',ff of IIk-
'" Tar;u);ild

Ilcral'l."" vi''o niidcr'ooic to conn)i!(> a lusiory.

O'.vi'.iy, jioNvevoi-, 1(j a ciiaiigt- of ])!.ans he i'.ad tc

resijL'Ji lh(; ( onuaissio;i, whieh tlie [u-e>'-ut writer

tlicn took uj'. IiulirfercKi h-.'altl" aiul ilie superior

claims ox 'li.s da.ily nev.s}'a|un' voik have, unfor-

tunately, delayed tiie puhlieaiion ol l;ie volume

some tuunihs hiter rlian was iiitended, but ndien it

>s stat'-d ii;.ai tiie eomjulatiou of th(^ !!isif)ry ]>a,s

iu^oiv'•d se.-o.rlun.u' more or less (dostdy the files

of the "'linaur.ki lierald"" o\er ;: period of fifty

year:'., as veil as relerenfcs to >eve]'a] Looivs relatin.t;'

vo iti.- 3iaa)ri w;irs. iiie writer's excuses will no

douht be :x'adi!y aeei^pied.

The Tar .naki Rifh- Volanlcer iNaps^ rliief elaitu

to disti'ictio'-' is tli;!*:, while i.^ot actually t lu first

Vol'iT^tf'e?- ('o:!:i)aiiy to iie <':i!odeil in New Zealand,

it was ihefir>t Iditish \'olunteer Coraimay to become

eugaL-el with an eJiemy on ili' l).i!llefiehl. Tiiis

was on tlie oci ision or the Batth.- of Waiiekt:, which.

t(adv ]»,'ae{' nn .Mareli '-J''^. b"^!)!'. ^^'- enyageuieiil wjiuh

had a vvvy iiiiiiortant ir.fiuence ujxm wltiie s(dth>

mer.t in this yr.ui <)f Xev.' Zealand. The oldect

ot the iorce in g"big out to Wbsiniai thai day was.

not to fight, bui to rescue a lo.ne.ber of settlers,



^vhosf livos v.-('T(> thvp:itvn"(l 'oy tli- lv)slilf Maoris.

T'!ie ^V;tikilt() ;iikI Tii ran:' !d ^i;u)i•ls li.ul pi;iiii'L'<l to

attack ike ti)\V!i of X"-.v I'lyiiuTnt ti tkat ui^^-ht. v/illi

a fODikiiird foTci- of akoitt 150') \va) ikt!-;. Tlu:

tONVii 'sa'^ (pliie nink'irnil'Mi ky I'm: tif:r;.t ions, and

kii'i to )-c]y for ]):\)t«"i-t i(;M u\)oii a (i/i-ick.iii-T l (/I

eke Gotii ]'e^-i)iietit. ilie A'olu;it("-;-> and ike ^lilitia.

]!ov.- Ike e!!,u-a<4enieiM at Wkiheka resviUed will l)e

rer.d wilkin tkese ));!;-es. It kad Ho- cffeet of

cai'.sinu ike liostik' foi'ces on l)o(ii sidios (.f fi:!' tovu

to r(>lii-e, and it i> eoatideni ly keliv'-v-'il that kad

liOt tk.l^ k'.ow lieeii siruek at AVa.iieka tke town

wouk! iu'.ve !)eeii (k-stj'oyed tliat ni^'iit. As it wis,

tkr >i:'.ti\-es never a.;;aiii actually tkreatencd ik<:'

town.

Necessarily, afle" tke la]>s<» of kaif a cenin.ry,

])ienu;T'U's ai'<' sometiiues at liiult, mid as tkere are

vrry f(^v/ otficja] recovdis a\ailakle, it may Ix* (kit

ina( euraeies kaw eie])i into llie fnliowint;- narra-

tive. Tliei'c is, ioi instance, iio offloal ;id: ijl; tke

first T.R.V. ("onij>ai.y. ike v.riter, iiowever, lius

cor.su]fed all tlo" avaikik>le iiM JMin ties, and, in a<kji-

tion, lias kad t!;e assjsianee oi' inany eld \ ok; nl -err-

in coi!ii)ilin"' tke iii'-ii>ry 'oi ike ('(»'|)S. Ti> tiicye

uwil esp.'-ially tc Caidain Ikdl! !i!;.:-ei lie is d<-eply

ind(dit--d. !n ]);-,ssinc- tk'_' !-es.:'u <d'. kis rosea rejies

on t'j tlie !)uk!ic lie e!-a\es j ndn!,i;'-n(;e f.ir nuO'''r<>us

iDi;?erjections.
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THE TAKANAKI RIFLE VOLUNTEERS.

CHAl^riOR I.

In the niontli of Feljiuary, 1858, o win j^- to tlio

soniowhat Thrt'iitciiin^'- allilude of tlie Maoris ou tins

coast, the GovoMuiiiMit calif!! out for military tjaiii-

in<T uiul exerrist' the Xt'w PJyn'.outh I'altaliou of

New Zealand Militia. Soine ;»()() uieu n-spoii-led

to the call aiid sul>mitt(Hl liaTusclves to niiliiary

discipline. A few niontlis latei'. on Aii^u.^t 'Ust

to ])e exact, they were dishandcd hy order of the

Goveruiuent, on the .y-round that the c(jst couhl no

louf^'-ev he affordeil. l"]a< h man icccivcd £] and
a S(ddier's <^reat (oat. 'IJic Maoris were still

inclined to he a;i:^''r«'ssi\ e. antl it \\as felt iiiat a

local defence force was indispcnsahle. A ni>etinjj:

was accordin;j;ly held in the Masonic Hall, on
Seiiten)hej 11th, oi persons intcr(>s(c<l in or,'-anisin<i-

a volunteei' corps. Mr. \i. I'liency, +'ormeily

editor of the Tai-anaki Ilciald, presided, and it

was resolved— ( 1) "Tliat a committee he appointed
to consider the ,st(>ps ?e(|uisite to he takeii for

ol)taininf4' his Excell<Muy the Governor'ss Hiuicl'on

foi- the eniolment and aijijiii;; ".f volunteers, ..nd

also io frame rules ;ind rc<j'nlati(n>.^ for their troxeru-

nient; and that th^ comniittee rejiort thereon to

a future meeting.;-"; ('J) "That tiie c(!mniittec con-
sist of the folio v.- in;.': persons: .Me>sis. .) .

('. J^ich-

niond. \l . lirown, 11. Atkinson, r.. L. llum])hvies
and W. liaise"; and i'-i) "That the pio[.osed force
he de,-iu-ii;ited the I'aianaki iiille \'oiunt<e; Cor]!.-.."

Tliis was the hirth. not oiii_\ of a ^^jlunleer
coips whi<di hecame famoiis in ;ilter yais. hut
of a nn)Veiiient \>h;(h so(»n s[)iead to othei pio-
vinces. 'l"he Xcw Zealaiider, an Auckland iicws-

pai>ei-, on Xoveinlie!' 'JDth, iSo^S, in recording- the
formation of two \(dvinteer corps in that city --"

'i'he



IJoyal iuxl "The ('it,\ " Voluiiit'er Kifles—said
lh;.t 'iv^ei.t rvoiils in the Old World sliow that
ynuihc ])i(.l('ssi<)ii,s (,it,.n .over insidious an.l l.ostilr
desi-ns: und )t is i,<, hm-^.^v maitci of doul.t that,
li till" (•(,]. ,!,ic> u,>!, t<. !m" ].!..>,. ivcd from the rou-
sequcn. cs oi uuy swh attempt, the Mother Countrv
looK.-. upon iheni ;.> nil hut old enou-li to taki'
!'"'''. '>^^" P<'l'- N''V.- rlyn.oiith has led (he wav
1)1 this i);itrn;(ic woik Auckland Cits' is doin<,- lier
sha-c: we h.dieve lier examjile will shoitlv Ix" fol-
lowed l.y iju. se!t](Ms (,f Wlian-an-i ami other (iis-
trie!- of iliis prcvinre: and v.c ,.hall l,e udad to
se-- \\u^ niitrr piovuiees follov.- suit."

it is, however. ;iur jiresent purpose 1(, lolloM"
tlm i'Mtan.-s of ijv Ti.ranahi Hine.s. (<„ Xoven-her
'th th.' ( oi,)nml Secretary (Mr. h. W. Stafford)
Hotitied hi.^ llonou! Ihe SM])erintendent tliat so soon
;i.« a eon.. Had heen re-ulurly forme<l the (ioveni-
inenl wou d sui.j.iy riiles f,,r tlie purp„^e „f armin-
It. On )ec.,nhei ISth the Tarahaki Herald am
lioiueed t hat the rifles and .iceoul rements foi' (he
(•orj-s had l>c<Mi received l.y flu Adjutant (if ililili;,
i lie riih-s supplied had. i iie paper went on to say,
:'1J the U>ir^-[ imm'oveinents that had heen made
)n ,nis deadly weapon of mo<!ern variaiv, and
tinmy'h io'ht^,:.aml shorter than the Knfie-ld, with
^vhu h dm ]>.ruish Aruiy wa< aimed, was a more
etteetive weajv>n. us ran-e ))ein<. !li)0 vards. or
JJO yards in exce..> ,,[ the I<:nfie]d. The wh(de
o. the iron work was 1.1 ued. i.v which means the
retlee ino qua hty ei the h.i<rht im-tal wa.<. pre-
vented At the s,.nie tin>e ,)e- regulations .irawn
nv and forwarded for iiis K.v= eliency"..; approval
Were i-eturneu for amendment

^'M .lanuaiA !;ith. IS.',;), ,i;, [...liowm- pr.xdama-
tion was issued i.y hi. KxcelhM,<.y the Oov.Mnoj-. -.

rHO(TA.MATION.
"In imisuance ,,l iUv authonty in .ae invested

'y th<. M.l.tia Act. IS.^S,- I. Thomas (iore Hrowne,
(ioyernor oi ihc t'.-.huiy ..i Xcw Zcahuid. dc herehvmake and ordam th, folh.win- Iv'euaihit i,.ns r...speet-
I'l-'- th.' Iraininn an.l excuise, a:n;s and a.-(!utre-
laent. cloth. n- and c,j uijunen ts, of .. CuMpanv of
Nolunteers eniulied m fh. <listrie( ;.l Taran"aki



uniler an Oidei-in-Council {];\ii'd the thirteeiitli day
of January, one tlunisand <'ight hundred antl tifty-

nine.
" I. The C<un|iany sl'all he caUcd ' The 'J'aianaki.

Volunteer JJilh (onijumy,' and sliall con-
sist of one Captain, two FiieuliMiants, four
Sorr^'eants, four ("orixnals, and ninety-two
Privates.

"2. The aims will he a rifle and hayohet. witli

aceoutreirUMits to !)<• i>sued l)y tlie Adjutant
to eai Is X'olunteei-. the \"alu(> of which, for

deterniininji' tlie iiinount to he paid in case
of loss or ilaliKij^'-. i-^ hv-ici^y fixed at six

pounds six slii]liu;^s.

"3. The Couipany shall he (livided intc tlie fol-

]owin<r hx-al suhdivisidic-. viz., the 'I'own,

(irey, Oniata. and Ihdl and Una, ajid each
Volunteer shall li'lon^.'; {(• >.;ich (tne of tlie

suhdivisidiis as he shall think fit.

"4. Drill .shall l-e W„l and ••eaeral.
. The

.severrl suhdivisions shall meet for lor;ii

djill IS follows;— The 'iown -a! some
phice within the Town of New .l'lynn)nth

or Town Jicdt : t!ie (Irey—at some ]d;!ce

withii' the (rrey Jilock'; ihe nv.'.n\^--i\'.

some jdace within tlu' nmata Jihx k ; the
Bell and Una —at sonu' phnc within the
Hell or the llua lUock. Such places of
meelinj^- and the times theieof to he fioni

time to time I'ixed l)y the Captain of the
Company.

"5. The j^eneral ilrill .-.hall he at sucdi times
and places as the Captain of the Company
shall from time to time fix for that imv-
j)ose, suhje( t to the ai)|noval of tlie

Governor.
"6. Provided always that the time recjuired for

attemlanre (ui ^^cneial drill shall not exceed
forty-two horns within the year.

"Given nmler my hand at Go\eiiiinent lIous(;,

at Auikland, this thiiti-enth day ui' .lannary, one
thousaml ei<iht hundred and fiily-nine.

"T. (ioUK IJKOWNK."

On Saturday, January L*!llh. ISoD, ;, puldic



nu'C'tln.fi' was lu'ld at iiu' Miisonic Hall to receive

tile re]iort of the f 'ohiinitt'^' autr.oi'iscd to take
st'.-])s to oriia'.nse the ( 'oDiiJUiiy. Mr. Cliailes Ihown
])je>iii(>il. a!5tl Mr. W. liaise, cliairinau of the Com-
r.iiu'."-. in fo! lilt'!! llic ]n(\'i!n;:j' what had been done.
Major j/i((y(l tiieii admiiiistei'ec] the oath to the
A'nli.mt.'ei'.-i })r(^'i( nt, ajiil Mr. Ilab:e -^-armly (Milog'ised

Majoi Lloyds exi'rtions to ])JOinote the success of

tilt' corps.

A fortnig-ht later, ini Fehrrairy I'ith, at a

fj'c'iieiai nieetiiip; of inejiihej-s at the ^la.sonic Hall,
thi- noiiiiivali.;]! of officers took ])hu-e. Nine g'entle-

liicn ^V'.•rl> iKiUiinated—two oii)y beinfr members of
ihc ("()nii).'.ny— aii(] iiic elfc'tion resulted in tlie selec-

ticu 1)1 Ml. Isaac A\'att foi- (':!;!(aMi, Mr. -Tames
Jliist for Fiist Licutcna-it. and .^ir. Kobeit Chisen-
Ici!] IlaMicrtoi; for Sc'-ikh! Idcutenaut. ((*aptaiii

AV'iilt. it may he r<>niar!-:cd, was the first Speaker
of the Taraiiaki {'roviucial Council in ISo'^) The
ajijiointments were <>'a/.ctted on Febriiary ^otli, the
C'ommissioiis datin^r from l'\d)ruary I'Jth.

Oi! h\d)r:.;.r\ ^ti;!.. lSr>n, luirsuaat to a ]{c<|uisi-

tioii fcom th.e Adjutant, a ineeung- was held at

tin* Masonic JiaH. Cap.tain \\'att prcsidiTi<>-, to con-
.s'dcr iiie subjc<'i of unifoim and; drill. A resolu-
tir.a iu ia^(lur of tiie ado])t:on (u' .-.onK- uniform was
caii'icd unaniiiiousiN-, and after souit- discussion the
nuetini:' approved of tli<' foriowiuo- as ajipropriiite,

inexpensive, am] av;;iuib]c (if required) for ordinary
w^c oif dj-ill: cap. 1\;nic, and trousers (witli black
pijiiii,!.'-/ of <,'-rey -vn-cimI --white trou.sers dai'in:^ the
summer n',,.i!;is. [t was luiiher dlec-ided that a
t;-encrai drii'i ^lioiihi talce ])hue on tlie militarv
paiadc ;^iouiui on the rirst Saiurda\' i". every i lonth.

F(dlowine- is tii(> (Mi^anai roll ot tltc ('oinjvniy:—
f'ai)tain I. X. Watt, Ideul-Miaal .1. Hirst, i^n'sie-n

II. (\ Hamerton. ( 'olour-Ser^j-eant Stev,.,is, Ser-
jeants \V. II. Free. K. Holiis, 1', ^i.-('<;v, W.
Sj.nrdle. (nriioials Jolui Allen, IF Atkinsdn, tv.

I'crtrand, S. IL'w.ll. Bu.u'lcr W. Francis, Drummers
\\ . I'darl-. lun. and W . Fawicnec. Privates Adams,
("harb-^ Allan. .\ . Arden, A. Aikinso!;. W. Atkin-
son, i) Atkinson, .loim Antrid-:., II. IVaker, 1.

H..\lv, .iames Ih.viv. Arthur Ihivlv, Da/iiel
iiavlv. (I. J^avh-v. IF Havlcv. I'. Jhivlev.'W. iUack.



John IWk \^ ]5r.„k,„., H. H^o^v:^ HHliaia.
Jnirfunl, C. ( jowIumsI, John Cnrrirk. M, Carri.^k
T. Cwrhs, M. ihx,,,;, I-nihT. (Twnhicr. W. 1 (Jrwv-

IJii-r, Ihoinas (Jrci-nH.. ,J-,i,n {iihniMU- '? W (
'n m

wn,Hl U. (iin-^-.r, .loi.n inv:,.v. I. A. ILunrHun.
S} Hal<c ^^.,iIa^• (1. li. ,Lu..h, j;. JI.nn.u.H!.
r. Hanil-Iy,,. (,. JI(>l,y mm;., (i. n.,hv J-m, N

L Ibuuson M |,m:.>s, ( j . .i„j,„. Tiu.i.).,s K.ilv.
Jolni Kt'lly, (. j^ L;;vM.,. „,-.... r..;.l!,:M,., 1' MaHi',,
C. Mt'sseii.yrr. (I. .M («ss,-:,i.cr, W. T M o.^,.,, .,„,''

J;)!iu>s .Miiuis, John Mcijonald, !) \iri^., .,'.''

J. S. Mc-Kellar, K. T. Mo-i,.>a<l. S \a'.'i'

t;:,

.^'''^•''•-
,

^'- i'^iti(MK H. Phrn.'v. IL
liU.nrn, J„]:n Pop.. ][, Pop., ('. p,,nu,n,
L. JV Jfawsoii. [.'. l{;.\vsoii, IT. l^r.v.-,,,,
Kicnardson, (x. ]<\ Por.insoTi .Inlri i(r,'M,Mt< '''

Ptoiialds, \V. I.:un.!lc, j{. Ihwuii,.. Shrpp,'.,.' fj'
Smith S. iVn-y Snnlh. Fnnik Staniish. A.ti,,.;
Stamlish. K M. (;.,„,o-c. [i. Skin, mm-. T Vi-al,.

1/ V'''T*'/^- ^^•'•^•'>'N <^. I'. Wi.nl. W. 1). Wchstov!K L. ^ehsfvr (;,]. Wii.c.H, W. \V,st(.n. G. WU oon, ( lir.rk'-- \\ j'son.

All thr l.n'i;::iii,aiics havuir- ],y f],is (m-i-- Iu-pm

14th IS;')!), and th.-rcafh-r ,>v, rv Moii.'av
'

"

<»,.

Im-sday. th. nH.:ul,..rs i„ ,h<. Tatarafiuak-; d.si.ut
net in inv UvU] m{ Mr. ( in ,Mnvo„(I. and 1h:).(. mi
t:ie Uznata .lislrscl in (!i« fudd of M ,• M-K.d;,"
j^Oi- in. (M(.v_d,stri..t th- parade ;,round m-.s 'iC
.Id of Mr. P. ..tnl.:id,.. Jan.. and T]:arsdav

thr dni! day, vh:l,. en P,aiay> i iu- J5r!! and Una
wistrui div:sn.n met in lli... indd (M'^mmIc fin- ]',.!!
Ij'if.^ {1h« .Ucrahi n>])or(,.<i on Maivi; P!;!. ; at
;iH thf' snhdivisions iiad m-i i'ur j,,ral drill (iafili'--
no \\v"k «"'" *'i<- Jna!l!l(T III Vs!li(dl iiirv

quiiU-d IhriaM.lvrs u-;li, iIm- n(.^v vvap,,,, u-,s riv< ar'
ably spok.n ol. Tii.. ni-niluns t Immmm.' v.s' w.'n-
observed p, t,ke o.,,,,i inleresi in eve.vilwr.^- ,

, .

n

'H'ctcd with !h(ir dufie^ and di.M ipii.M. V .,.,.,
Kua.rantee \\,r ii,,

'
'

' " '
'''Kuauu,UM> i„r tl.e p.-rnianenee ,.r (he K,nee. It

J>-ns also_ann,.nn.Td t!;a! i( ^vas in '.nnenMdaf h,u

^iannys .duMeai i.ali on April ^n<i. when tweM^:
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oiu- noines of Volunteers n"ilHiio to join a band
were iianded in. Mr. ^[;inby offci'cil Uvclvc montlis"
frratnitons service ;is inshiictor. at tlie end of wliioh

i'nie li'.' u-'.nt ran teed sniticient j)iof iciency Cor ])u!>Iie

pi-rforniance. His l^xi'dhMny the (Governor sub-
s'libcd Ine i.''U!nea~;. ami an oidej- tor instruments
was d(\^paitdied. Mr. \{. (', iljinu-rton was tlie first

haiidmaster.

Piol.aldy the first i)uMic ])aiad.' of tin Taranaki
\'<)h;)ii. (•! KitK' Conipanv v.as on tlie (hieen's ]Urtli-

dav. May 24tl.. ISn!!,
* when . in si)ite of stormy

aiid ic-ui>estn<iu> weather, some sixty members of
tlic company Tiir.'ileifd aval showe<l tlieir loyalty.
\\;th net skins, 'Diei'/ was r^o parade of Her
Maj*"^t>-''^ troo])s iiiid no salute from ihe battei-y,

a fa<-t wliich met with some c(wn!iie)it. On Au<^ust
1st the Volunieeis ])araded in tlieir new imiforms,
of <^ycy Nelson (doth. >\itli red facing's.

The mem hers of the < oi'j^s wei(- veiy k.'en i'.]>ou

carivine' (,ut iueir duties with. <'lfi(iency, and the
officers \v<>tc in the ha hit ol 'rivin',^ h'ctures to
tlie men on (he subjecl

.

<)n one occasion, in
i)r<'>]>ri. ]SrV.), (;,;. fain Watt liMVe a lecture to the
()ii;a,fa division mi th.e use of iiie Knfiehl rifle, illus-

n;;tin._:- hi- iTJnarks witii diafrrams drawn in tdialk

ui")n the (.u;.T walls of a buihlinu. Sliortly after-
w; ids a complaint was" recei\e(l tinm the Kev.
Tnomas (iilheit that llic wall.-, ol tlie Pi'imitive
Xlelhodist ('hapel had l-ee,, used a> a hh.cl<b(,ard.

( aj)(ain Watt h.id to cxphiin that he did not know
tlie Imildiio- v.;is a ])]aci' ot wor.viij].. jiy tile end
Ol the '.ear .-u( h a stale of eji;iieiic\ had been
.liai'ad ih.ar ;]ie authoiit ics leoueeo' the lUiinber of
:;'enei-.il ])ai-ades and district dlills.

')). January -^rd, ISlid, ;. ocnei.il parade was
lichi an(i ;i shan. ti,L;lit look place. I'he forc-e

was d!\i(h'<| ii to tv,-o (omjjanies of iilty men each,
one forming' an amluiseade near the laceiourse.
.Vliei- a .^mait iiit erehaii^c ot firm"- under cover
of the hiiili tern in tlie neifrli honijiood . a ^(.-neral

atfa(d-; on tiie amluiseade wa>- made at the [xiilit

of tlie lia\(met. and the enemy loiited.

A'ery soon atieiwards -ihe e(;mi)a'i\ was to iiave
ai, ex]a'iienee of real fiLIii t in^\ foi- the attitude of
tlie Maoris was hei-omiii<: more t hleatei)in<r.



CIIAPTEK II.

On February 22ii(l, lS(iO. m;tili;»l l;i\v was pro-

claimed by tbe (iovcrnoi, I'olouel Thomas (loro

IJrowiu'. Wliat led <o {liis iiuportaiit stop was
tile resistance of the Maoiis id .Mr. (). Ciirriiin'ton's

survey i)arty at Waitma. 'lh<^ notice was as fol-

lows :

—

1 HUCLAMAT I').

\

liy His Exccllcticy CoioiM'! Tlioma., Gore
Browne, ('{>rii}>ani(Mi of the .Most Honour-
able Hidrr of tile Ball'.. (Governor and Coin-
mauder in Chi*-! in and over llci- ifajesty's

Colony of New Zealand and its l)e])en-

dencies, and Vice-Adiniral of th(> same,
etc., etc., etc.

WIIEKKAS A.fivf .Military operations are
about to be underiakci! by the (^)ueen's Forces
apainsl .\ative> in the l'ro\iiii-e of Ta'aiiahi, in

anus a^-;.iii> Her Maj(>sty's So\eiei;4-,i Auihoi'.ty,

Now J, tiic (io\{'nn)r, do herebv proclaim and de-
clare thai .\iAirriAL LAW "will l)e exrn ised

throu;rhcut the said l'ro\ince of TaranaUi until

the r(di''i oi tiie .,;iid district from Martial Law
by l)ublic Pn;( lai.iatir.i',

(livc!! u.'id<'i my hand and issued tinder the

I'uhlic Sc;.| of (hr- Colony of New Z<';;i;;i>d,

at t <oN enunenl lIou--c, at Aucl^hind, this

twenty-fifth d:\\ ol -Ctiiuaiv. in the year
of our Lord one thousand ei^;ht hundred
and sixty.

'i'llOMAS (JORL lUfOWNl':.

Bv His KNcelltMnv s coiumand,
K. W. Slalford.

(jod Save the (^leen !

Published '2-2ui\ February, LS(>0.

G. V. Murr.iv,
Lieut. -Colon(d,

Comniandinf^- Troops.
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XOTICE.
It ]iavi)iir ])('( ()in<> n('C('ss:ir_v to issue tlio Goveni-

iiUM'fs pT'orlnmalioii, ])l;MiiiM' (ju- District un<l<'r

^lariial T.aw. I (Iccjii [i advisable, in order to

]'.re\ciii ii;u)ecess:iry alai'iN aiiionp- {lie settl-'rs, to

a.ssiire them i]i:;t should eveiils I^-ad to :',e(ual col-

lision wijli tile Nalivcs. di;e ii'dice v.ili lie o-iveii to

ei!al)le tlieni to jirovide for i]\r safety of tlieir

families.

(4. F. Ml'lJi^AY,
liient .-('(done] < '(>:iMnaMdin;i' Troo}>s.

On ^iar(di 1st, l^fiO, His I'.Nc^di. ik y tiie Governor
n]>{.ointed Charles St. dn!;.! jjerlu-rt, Esq., (o i)e

^lajor Cojnniandini,'- tiie d'aranaki \';>I\inU'er Rifles,

tlie commission lu'aiin<; date i<\d)iuarv 2Tth.

In tii<> (>ar]y p;irt of .Ma;(di tlie Cmiis jiaraded

i'rei|\iein)>- an;! ;i>sis(ed in ja'cdcehn^- the town and
outskirts. Communications jia.-sin;^' l)(d\vee;i the
Governor ami \Vi K'in.ud indicated the li!ceii]iood

ul' active iiost ililies. Tlie t loops of iiie irarrison,

to t!i'.> nnmi)er ot ahout d'HI. left New I'lymonth
<Mriy on Ilu' morninji' of \iarc;; oth lo cccnjiy Ttdra's
land ai \\'ai1a)a, ieavin.'^' o:;ly one (dficer an.d a few
men oi' t!ie (j.'th Regiment to protind the barracks
'.nd jnau-a./dne. !'re]iarat ioJis were tljoreiore nuide
hv .Majoj' iCeii.crt ior ;!,ie d(d'ence ..m t!ie iown by
the A'(dnn{eers ;;nd Militia. A jdck"! of tvicnty-

five occe.pied a pari of the ii'ni store at the corr.ei

of ])ev(;n ami Currie Streets, and posted .sentimds
iii,i;htl\ u)' Cni'rie Sti-eet and the Carrinu'l r,n IJoad.
Am^tiier picket \\-a> stationed in a bnil'iir.fi' near
CaiUain ])Uji<.c!ey"s ;'esidcn< f in Vivian. ^'Iieet, inst

bel(»\v >!!. IC C. ][n;_:ties"s present residf-nc e, and
posti'd men ni'^^-htly ai d'ilt(<i-<'n1 p(>inls from the
beach up Daw.son Street, and b;,- a rru^'- street

to th<' Ini'ant Schoolroom (n'lv,- -., poitimi of St.

.Mai-y's S(di<)')lior.ms), where another picket was
stationed. Or. (he ni-ht of Wednesdav, Mandi
l-lth, s-veral ei (he V(d nnt.^'i's turned o'.it under
aT'Uis. owin;^- to re;)oris oi firearrns "heiii;.'; lieard in

the dii'eciioii of llie W'ai wakaiho.

On I'rjila.y. March Kith, an oji'-n air nietdin;,''

of the ^i'arana!^i A'olunteeis was heUI after parade
to nominat" aihlitional ofiicer^, ilic ir.ire ha', injv

incr;a^"d from l()>'i to ISO men since tl'.e {!is(u!-b>-d
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state of tlie proviiu-c. On March 'Jlst tlu' ffoverjier

nuide the tollov.'iu'^' aiipointiiuMits, lo '.\:\iv ivnv.x

Mai-r-1; ]!ith:—Spr;,M-ai)t ]Liny A. Atkinson lo 1m>

Ca])lain: Socond Lifutoiiitiit U. (". ilanu-iid:; t-) 1»<'

First Tji('\i((M!aiit : Private ]• rcdcrick L. \\'('l)st(M- in

1)0 Second Ijici;tcn;!ni : and Lancc-Sci^tMnt Mattjicw
Jonas, j'.in., to be Second Lieutenant. '1 lie coips
was divided into two companies. No. 1 heini^- com-
manded 1)\' Captain W'aTt, with L'en.teJia n ts IJirsI

and y. L."\Vel,<tei\ aiel Xo. '.' l.y Captain Atkin.-on.

witii liieulenants iC C. Ilanierton and M. •lona'^.

On Saturday. .Mai<di ]7tli, hostilities heiween
tlie two races h'oke oi.it. the iiist s'noi l)ei;i;:' tired

at Waitaia. A,-; ihis nariativ;' does n<it iMclend
to be a history of the war. t)Mt mei(dy ot file

Taranaki A'olunteer IJiile Corps, it i,- not infent!ed

to rtdaif' v/liy and iiow the ])e;iee was iiius (!istur!>ed.

Tliere was intenst- exciionent in New j'iymouih
when the i'e])oit of artiileiy was lieard in tjie dircf-

tion of Waitai-a. 'Ihree conijun.ies of t'le (i'tti;

lie^ninent ^^•ere en;:-a<4-ed, tofi-ethei- %\iih ;i i(<(i-;''l

tube detacdunent from II.M.S. Xijjcr. a lU'taehnicnt

of thic ]\ova! Aitiller\- wjt]i threi- iiowitzets. and
!J(1 ^lounted V(du:ite,.rs ander Capta in Des \''m nx
Of the latter, J. SartcMi was dani^-etcnisiy wounded.
lie died a few days later, tii»' first civilian victim
to a Maori bullet.

Immediattdy on the news of the out!)reak of

}io>tiHties rea(di!n<i' town strief orders were ^^dxcn

to the Militia and \'ol\;uteers on no acetjunl to ([ui!

their respect i\-e po-MS. vStron;j!" .U'uards v.ere ponied
round the towa (iurin.!ir the nic-ht, a.s it was not

known what mi.cdit be the next step (;n the- part

of the i-(d)ei 3.iao;-;:;. Xothinii- of i;';poitancc. jiow-

ever, occurred until Snndav. Maic!. "^'ilh, when.
sliortly afier 1 a.m.. biO of the Ta)an;;!;i Iflfies and
Militia mn.siere(i on recciviti;.'; a call for ihe pe.r-

])Ose, and with '^'M' men <;! the Cotli i 'e;.;-imen t

.

umlei- Li'Mit .-Cohnic] Mariay. mat < hcij -jii;- I'atapih'-
})ihi, whci(> a lai-^e niM'ibcj- oi .\;;iives had ^^-athctcd

fron.i down the co-.^t and w'Vi- er»i!in;it t inu' deritc-

(Uitions. The force Icit town a little bclore i

a.m., and reatdmd JJaiapihipilii before davli^ht.
The Volunteer.^, led by Ma.jrM- Herbert, formed tlie

van^niard. and advanced in skiimi -h in:;- order nndei-
Ca])tain Sta'pp within hcarin^- and si^iii of the
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Natives l)ef()ie tliey were observed. Tlie movement
beiii<i* merely :i r(H()iin;\is:\n(<', ami an order on
no acconiit to eiif^-aj^'e the rebels in tile lorest luivinf,'

l)een issm'd before tiie exjxdition started, tiic Volun-

teei's tell Inuk nj)0!i the trooi)s in ^ood order with-

out iuMvokiii^' attack.

Oil tiic iollowiiiL;- (lay shot-; were iieard iii the

directioi. of luttai)il'.iiuhi, si![)]tosed to be the in-

snrp"ents v.idconiiii;^- others arriving'', but no active

ste])s were taken a^^aiust them. ScveiaJ Volun-

\vvi< and Militia were sent oni to ere't small

stoekades on ditfercnt jtositioiis. di<r rifle pits, and
strenjithen the Kawau ]'a.

Oil tlu' e\t'nin<z- of Tuesday. Mareh 'JTth, intel-

li<,'enee was brou^'iit into town of a sava.^'-e nuirder

atCnnata. Three settlers—S. Foid, II. I'assmore,

and S Shaw—were shot d(/WM on the road beyond
theOiuata Inn by nat!\-cs (ciiccaK'd iicliin.il a i'urze

liedK^'- iiiid afterwards ton!a]iawk<M!. Two boys,

nani-'d I'otc and I'aiher, were also mis'^in;,', and
on t)ie followi'.in- n!ornin<^' ne\\,«. reacln-d <owu that

th.eic liodies had been found. tom:;liawk-ed, by the
JJev. H. TI. Ur(nvn. Tin bodies svere broug'ht iv»

lo the militai-v hosiutal, and ])r(>iiaratio{)s for

i('veni;(' weic at (ui((' made. No. 10 comjiany of

ihe (i;'>th ](e,L!inieni, eoriunanded b>' Ciilonel Murray,
J") blueja(d<et.-. from II.jI.S. Xi;^('r iindf-r Tatnitenant

l>lake. am! Kid Voiuntrfrs and Miiitia under Cap-
tains i^iown. Sta])p .md Atkinson, luocecded to

rescue tin- JJ"V. ^Ir. Hiown's iamil\- and otiiers.

JJeforc the (b'parturc (d' the \'olnntee:s they were
dra'A 11 up and addressed by t!i(> (i(j\crnor in a few
che; li'i;^ v.'otks on the nature of their 'hities, and
the IwCjK .. lie plated on their j^ivine* a jjood ac(ount
of iheni--eiv(" . Tdie ;ihiT-ni si;.;nal wn.'^ ;,:i>(Mi bv the
firin- of iv.--, n-nu^ from .Marsh, nd Hill, which
brou-iht ail the inhabitanis into town. Tlie ex-
lu'dition stalled about noon, tlie \'obi!.ieer Hifles

beinjj;' umb r liie conuiiand oi Cajtl-iin Jfari-\- Atkin-
son and : .i.-uf eiiaiils .ia;ae< ll;i>^i. 11.

(
". llanieriou,

y. l>. Wib.ster and .Matthew donas Amid the
excitement whitdi jireMiiled ii w.i.s pKdiably not

thoujrh.t of that the nieii weie maichin/j;' to the
first en^a;^emeiit whicli i'iiti,-h A'olunteers had liad

with an enemv.





CIIAPTlorv III.

As it is ii\i(>i!(l(Ml onjv in follow llu- fortunes of

ili(' TavaiKiki Voluiitcor IJiflr^, and nol to uivi" ;,

full (Ic^i-ription of tlic hattic of AVairc'^a. ii will

jTouahlv ]);- \n'<\ to C|UoU' \]\r offiri,;! rcpoft oi

("a|/vain ("I'.arlcs l)i<;\vii. who \\as ir. ;(,u;iniai;(l oi

WiQ Volunteers and ^iiliiia i)n tae o(-<;i>;iou.

'• The furer left town at half-])a^t or.e <>u the ;;f ter-

noou of March 'JSih. lS(,i!), eoinposed as f(^ilows.—

C'aptain }5io\x:i, in roDiinand; Cai'tain aiul Adjutant
8tat)i), 3Ii}itia ; Captain il. A. Aikin-on. Volni'teer

llilles; 'lieutenant .Mclvecluiev, ^Niililia; Lie'itenant

MeKellar. Militia: Lieuiena'ut ilijst. Volunteer
]vifl<\s: Lieutenant llanieiton, Volur.teer ilifles:

Seeoin! Li.'ut(>n;int Wj-hsjer. Volun<<;er Uifh's:

Seeond I^iea.tenant Jotias, Volnntce?' lvifi«>s; Eie^ien

Messen;^-^'!-, ^[liitia. i'anic and file: Jlilitia o'J,

Volunteer iJifi.'s ijS.

Af'er a. (jni(d\ 'nareli of aliout two honrs we
re;ud)ed the sti'ann Waireka, wliei'c it I'uns on to

llie l>e;;.h. W r h(>re ])ere"ived fhat tlie Natives
were ra])idly runninu- d'jwn fioni their tm. about w

mile off. on the Vra.ireka hiii. to ineet us. \Ve
were. ]n>w(,'ver. ahle to i;ct into ];os!lion. without
ditii'ully n\\ tiic hiti'h huid in ih!> following;- n-anner,

under Capiain Siap]>"s direction: —
A c(un]iany of \'oluut<'ers, e.ndcr Cap'a.iu Athin-

son, \vc!-e tli'Towii forward ;u:'l rciuhcd [hv hi^d;

UTound oil the >,ou(h side of lite \\'auid<a. driving,'

!Ki(d< the .\a,ti\es; I'ui ^i'lcaU-r 'auinhcrs ot the eniuny
ciuni;i,u- oa t;';lh thinks. Cuptain Sr;tj)p, who li;ul

joined and taken '-onnnaiKi, o;dci(>d a ictreat oi;

position Xo. 1, s'uown in th.c en-loscd tra(dii.u' hv
l!ie I'roN-iin ial Sur\-(\\-or. tiie jiosilion consislin;^- of

a house, stack, and furze and rail fences ou lev(d

irround on Hie hrindc of two uallics >aii'.ninj4' oe.i

on the l>;'ach. Troni this poitit ('aj»tain .Vtkie.sou

was nn)\<'d on. to No. 2, to co\-ci i iic rear ot the

main hody. Licutiunint Jlirst wilh his coinj)any
































































































































































































